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Blind Sport New Zealand

Policy on Classes and Rights of Membership

Effective From: 1 July 2006

This policy forms part of the Rules and Regulations of Blind Sport New Zealand, and expands on clause 3 of the Constitution by defining classes of membership and the rights of members in each class.  By way of definition, the term "member" or "members", when referring to an individual person or persons, means a person who is sixteen years of age or older, unless the context clearly relates to junior members.

1  Affiliate Member

1.1  Class A: Incorporated Sporting Bodies That Operate As a National Sporting Body of a Specific Blind Sport

These organisations operate on a national basis and are recognised by the Board of BSNZ as being fully responsible for administering their specific blind sport in New Zealand.  They may conduct National Championships and may have access to international competition and World Championships.

1.1.1  These organizations have the right to apply for annual funding from BSNZ.

1.1.2  Members of these organisations have the right to nominate and stand for election as officers of BSNZ, as members of the Board of Directors who are elected by Affiliate Member organisations, and as members of Standing Committees.  Members of these organisations can also stand for election by Full Individual members to the Board of Directors, provided they are nominated and seconded by people entitled to vote in that election.

1.1.3  These organisations have the right to appoint a delegate to speak and vote on behalf of the organisation at an Annual General Meeting or Special General Meeting.

1.1.4  Apart from the delegate appointed under the preceding clause, members of these organisations have the right to attend and observe at Annual General Meetings and Special General Meetings.  The opportunity to speak at such meetings will be at the discretion of the Chair.

1.2  Class B:  Other Organisations Having a Specific Focus on Blind Sport

These organisations are recognised by the Board of BSNZ as being particularly focused on a specific blind sport or being particularly relevant to the interests of blind sport.

1.2.1  These organizations have the right to apply for annual funding from BSNZ.

1.2.2  Members of these organisations have the right to nominate and stand for election as officers of BSNZ, as members of the Board of Directors who are elected by Affiliate Member organisations, and as members of Standing Committees.    Members of these organisations can also stand for election by Full Individual members to the Board of Directors, provided they are nominated and seconded by people entitled to vote in that election.

1.2.3  These organisations have the right to appoint a delegate to speak and vote on behalf of the organisation at an Annual General Meeting or Special General Meeting.

1.2.4  Apart from the delegate appointed under the preceding clause, members of these organisations have the right to attend and observe at Annual General Meetings and Special General Meetings.  The opportunity to speak at such meetings will be at the discretion of the Chair.

1.3  Class C: Other Organizations

These organisations are recognised by the Board of BSNZ as having a special relationship with and supporting the objectives of BSNZ.

1.3.1  These organizations do not have the right to apply for annual funding from BSNZ.

1.3.2  Members of these organisations have the right to nominate and stand as members of the Board of Directors  who are elected by Affiliate Member organisations, and as members of Standing Committees.    Members of these organisations can also stand for election by Full Individual members to the Board of Directors, provided they are nominated and seconded by people entitled to vote in that election.

1.3.3  These organisations have the right to appoint a delegate to attend and observe on behalf of the organisation at an Annual General Meeting or Special General Meeting.  The opportunity to speak at such meetings will be at the discretion of the Chair.

2  Individual Member

2.1  Class A: Full Individual Member

Individuals who participate in a blind sporting activity not covered by an Affiliate organisation may apply to become a Full Individual member of BSNZ. BSNZ reserves the right not to accept an application to be a Full Individual member.  A member of a class A or class B Affiliate Member organisation may apply to join BSNZ also as a Full Individual member.

2.1.1  These members have the right to apply for financial assistance from time to time as determined by the Board of BSNZ.  Such applications must conform to and will be dealt with under BSNZ's policies on funding for individuals.

2.1.2  These members have the right to nominate and stand for election as officers of BSNZ, as members of the Board of Directors who are elected by Affiliate Member organisations, and as members of Standing Committees.  These members can also stand for election by Full Individual members to the Board of Directors, provided they are nominated and seconded by people entitled to vote in that election.

2.1.3  These members have the right to participate in a regular election of one member of the Board of Directors.  Further details can be found in the policy on election of officers and Board Directors.

2.1.4  These members have the right to speak at Annual General Meetings and Special General Meetings, but they do not have voting rights at these meetings.

2.2  Class B: Junior Individual Member

Individuals who are under sixteen years of age and who participate in a blind sporting activity not covered by an Affiliate organisation may apply to become a Junior Individual member of BSNZ. BSNZ reserves the right not to accept an application to be a Junior Individual member.  A person who is under sixteen years of age and who is a member of a class A or class B Affiliate Member organisation may apply to join BSNZ also as a Junior Individual member.

2.2.1  These members have the right to apply for financial assistance from time to time as determined by the Board of BSNZ.  Such applications must conform to and will be dealt with under BSNZ's policies on funding for individuals.

2.2.2  These members do not have the right to nominate and stand for election as officers of BSNZ, as members of the Board of Directors and as members of Standing Committees.

2.2.3  These members do not have the right to elect members of the Board of Directors.

2.2.4  These members have the right to speak at Annual General Meetings and Special General Meetings, but they do not have voting rights at these meetings.

2.3  Class C: Associate Individual Member

Individuals who are supportive of BSNZ and its activities, and wish to show that support, may apply to join BSNZ. BSNZ reserves the right not to accept an application to be an Associate Individual member.

2.3.1  These members may not apply for funding from BSNZ.

2.3.2  These members have the right to nominate and stand for election as members of the Board of Directors who are elected by Affiliate Member organisations, and as members of Standing Committees.  These members can also stand for election by Full Individual members to the Board of Directors, provided they are nominated and seconded by people entitled to vote in that election.

2.3.3  These members do not have the right to elect members of the Board of Directors.

2.3.4  These members have the right to attend as observers at Annual General Meetings and Special General Meetings.  These members do not have voting rights, and the opportunity to speak will be at the discretion of the Chair.

